The Divorce Suit
the author of the rejected Home Rule Bill on the subject of
its successor. Mr. Gladstone received them at i, Carlton
Gardens, and was too much for them* He listened to them
" with icy politeness/' and when they had finished, " frigidly
read his reply/' Their business, in which he did not pro-
pose to meddle, was to choose a leader. His views on Home
Rule were known* When the time came for him to produce
another Home Rule Bill they would be told all about it*
They could be sure that he would not introduce a Bill which
did not command their unanimous approval. He wished
them a very good evening* + * .
IX
On Saturday, December 6, 1890, the party reassembled to
receive the report of the delegates. There was an unedifying
and singularly stupid argument about procedure, in the
course of which tempers were violently lost, and any hope
there might have been of sensible discussion was dissipated.
The man Barry sedulously insulted Mr. Parnell whenever he
got a chance, descending once to the gutter, when he
called his leader " a dirty trickster/' From now until the
end of the meeting words were spoken which could only have
been uttered by men drunk with rage. There had been an
acrimonious argument about a point of order, at the end of
which Mr. Parnell said that he was their chairman until
he was deposed. Mr. Healy, dropping to the dreadful level
of the man Barry, shouted out: " Allow me to depose you/*
Mr. John O'Connor endeavoured, amid pandemonium, to
move a resolution calling the attention of the Irish people
to the fact that Mr. Gladstone refused to enter into negotia-
tions with their representatives or to state his views on the
two vital points submitted for his consideration, except upon
the condition that this party shall first remove Mr, Parnell
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